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The Future of Plymouth 
 

 

 
An Exhibition At  

Plymouth City Council House  
 

Tuesday 29th April – Friday 20th June 2014 
 

A collaborative exhibition between Plymouth College of Art BA 
(Hon) Fine Art, Critical & Curatorial Practices third year 

students and a local kinetic artist featuring new works exploring 
the transition of the past and future of Plymouth. 

  



The Future of Plymouth 
 

In recent years there has been a growing enthusiasm in developing 
the city of Plymouth into a cultural centre of exciting and innovative 
activity, for residents and visitors alike. 
 
This exhibition focuses on transition, change and looking toward the 
future. However, Plymouth is also a city rich in history and heritage, 
something of which the community is proud of and gives the city an 
enhanced prominence.   
 

“Study the past if you would define the future” – Confucius 

 
With this in mind, the new pieces featured in this exhibition 
demonstrate a futuristic, avant-garde quality while highlighting the 
traditional internal characteristics of the 1950s building.   
 
The main sculptural piece eight (2014) is a fully functioning, 
kaleidoscopic viewfinder device that allows the viewer to consider 
the city’s historical nature while abstracting the point of observation. 
The reflective quality will act as a metaphor for Plymouth’s multi-
faceted historical and contemporary magnitude, emphasising the 
importance of the city’s legacy in developing its future.  
 
To accentuate the themes suggested by the sculpture, eight new 
wall pieces have also been made for the exhibition. Through the use 
of an eight-sided kaleidoscopic filter, each framed image is a digitally 
manipulated photograph of various objects and listed features, which 
can be found throughout Plymouth City Council House.  
 
To the right is an example of a 
section of the engraved plaque 
commemorating the history of 
the reconstruction of Plymouth, 
demonstrating the process in 
producing these pieces.    
 

 
    Before and After Images 

 

Plymouth City Council House is a place where many decisions about 
the growing culture and future of Plymouth are discussed. The 
inclusion of these images, are intended to compliment the sculpture 
by providing a modern and innovative outlook by reflecting on the 
historical and listed features within the building.  
 
This project has been undertaken by students of Plymouth College 
of Art during their final year studies of Fine Art, Critical & Curatorial 
Practices.  During the preparation for this exhibition the students 
have assumed the role of artist as curator by considering the formal, 
central space of the Council House’s foyer as well as collaborating 
with Southwest artist Lee McDonald in the design and construction 
of the artwork. 
 

COUNCIL HOUSE ART 

 
In 2013 the City Councillors developed a new programme of open 
displays and talks at the Council House for practicing and aspiring 
artists living in Plymouth and surrounding area.  
 
By opening up the foyer of this important Council building for art 
displays, we aim to provide a free opportunity for visual artists in 
Plymouth to raise their profile and showcase their work in an 
inspiring and iconic city centre location. 
 
The programme is supported by a Community Grant from Councillor 
Chris Penberthy and is a demonstration of Plymouth’s Co-operative 
Council.  It also highlights the Council’s commitment to creativity and 
the creative economy. 
 
The scheme is designed to reflect the breadth of contemporary 
visual art currently being produced in Plymouth and the 2014 
programme includes work by individual artists, students and recent 
graduates. 
 
The programme is delivered in partnership by Plymouth City 
Councillors, PCC’s Arts & Heritage Service, Plymouth College of Art, 
Plymouth University and the University of St Mark and St John. 


